Aug. 24, 2020
Weekly Update on COVID-19
During today’s Board of County Commissioners virtual meeting,
Dr. Locke reported that the summer surge for coronavirus has
leveled off nationally primarily because of restrictions on public
gatherings and the increased use of masks. In Jefferson County,
cases have increased by 12 in the past two weeks primarily
within families or among friends where gatherings, traveling and
when the normal things people do have increased. Labor Day
weekend is on the horizon and we don’t want an increase like we
had for the Fourth of July weekend.
“We are at a difficult time for COVID. We are maybe at the
halfway mark,” Locke said. “The psychological aspects of this is
getting to people. This is driving risk-taking. All pandemics will
have ends, but we aren’t that close to it. Things would be worse
if the local businesses weren’t doing god things. For everyone
who makes sacrifices, it makes an impact.” Locke acknowledged
the Public Health staff and the contact tracers for their good
work.

Personal Protective Equipment supplies holding
steady
Emergency Management Director Willie Bence reported today
the Logistics Section has acquired over 150,000 items of personal
protective equipment and distributed over 100,00 of those to
healthcare workers first responders, and other eligible essential
workers in the county. The logistics team is will waiting to get
child-size masks from the state prior to school starting in the first
week of September. The local sewing group has made over 8,000
masks to date with an average weekly production of 200 childsize masks, which they have begun making recently in
preparation for the beginning of the school year. The team
consists of 60 sewers and 20 support team members who help
by cutting out the masks, bagging and delivering them. The cost
per mask is approximately $1.50 which has been covered by
individual donations, support from local businesses, and grants
from the Rotary Club and the Jefferson Community Foundation.
For more information go to: https://www.facebook.com/facemaskchallengept

In Jefferson County, free masks are available for anyone at Safeway, QFC/Hadlock, Quilcene Village Store, Food Coop,
Dept. of Public Health. Free Masks are also available for our low-income populations at Olycap, Food Banks and Dept. of
Public Health. To report a business not following statewide face mask directives:
https://lni.wa.gov/forms-publications/F418-052-000.pdf

Questions about Coronavirus?
Go to: www.coronavirus.wa.gov
Who to call: State COVID-19 Assistance Hotline: 1-800-525-0127
You can also text the word “Coronavirus” to 211-211 to receive information and updates on your phone wherever you
are. You will receive links to the latest information on COVID-19, including county-level updates and resources for
families, businesses, students and more. Business and worker inquiry questionnaire:
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/how-you-can-help/covid-19-business-and-worker-inquiries. Com plaint form:
https://bit.ly/covid-compliance

LINKS TO MORE INFORMATION:
•

Jefferson County Public Health: https://co.jefferson.wa.us/1429/COVID-19

•

Jefferson Co. Public Health Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jeffersoncountypublichealth/

•
•

Jefferson County Gov. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jeffcowagov/
Dept. of Emergency Management: https://www.co.jefferson.wa.us/950/Dept-of-EmergencyManagement
Washington Gov. Inslee’s webpage: https://www.governor.wa.us

•

Difficulty coping? CALL THE CRISIS HOTLINE at 1-888-910-0416. Other Mental
Health Resources can be found at: https://www.co.jefferson.wa.us/1447/MentalHealth-Resources
Best Practices and Guides:
• Washington State Department of Health: https://www.doh.wa.gov/
• CDC: Centers for Disease Control & Prevention: https://www.cdc.gov

