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Weed of the Month
Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea stoebe)

What’s

ve feet tall, has pink or purple

owers with spotted bracts, and costs the

state of Montana $42 million each year? If you answered spotted knapweed (Centaurea

stoebe), you’re right! A native to grassland steppes between central Europe and
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western Siberia, this Class B noxious weed

rst hit North America via Victoria, British

Columbia, in 1893. It arrived and spread largely as a contaminant in alfalfa (and
possibly clover) seed as well as in discarded soil used as ship ballast. By 1928 it had
reached King County, and by 1940 was a serious problem on gravelly soil in nearby
Whatcom County. It now grows in the entire contiguous U.S. except for Texas,
Oklahoma, and Georgia—and when it invades an area, it really takes over. In some
places, spotted knapweed comprises more than 95% of the available plant
community.

Spotted knapweed is an especially big problem in rangelands and wildlife grazing
areas—mostly those of deer and elk—throughout the intermountain west. For
instance, it currently covers between two and

ve million acres in Montana. But it

manages to thrive here in wetter western Washington, too. The plant prefers welldrained soils in full sun, but can tolerate some pretty harsh conditions. (Continue
reading at King County NWCB)

In Je erson County you can
scattered in

nd it along roadsides, the Larry Scott Trail, and

elds around the county.

Removal tips:
It is best to remove this plant before it flowers in July
Young plants can be hand pulled easily
Large plants can be pulled or dug, but make sure to remove the taproot if possible
Mowing will not control these plants
If unable to remove plants, remove flowers and dispose in trash to prevent seed formation.
For large infestations or further consultation, read our Fact Sheet or call our office at 360-379-5610
ext 205.

Citizen Science: Noxious Weed Tools for your Smartphone
Four ways to learn about and map noxious weeds...
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Washington Invasive Species Council App for identifying noxious weeds. Comprehensive for the
entire state, plus an online reporting system (no smartphone needed!).

New: Instagram for Washington Invasive Species Council for your noxious weed instagram fix.
Submit photos and learn more about weeds around the state.

PNW IPC - Pacific Northwest Invasive Plant Council Citizen Science Workshops and
EDDmapsWest app This is a great program that trains citizens to identify and map noxious weeds
in your area using EDDmapsWest. Note, EDDmapsWest is for the more ambitious and tech savvy
citizens out there.

Facebook for Jefferson County Noxious Weed Control Board Newsletters, regional stories, and
events shared here.
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Noxious Weeds in the PDN
Sarah Doyle, stewardship coordinator for North
Olympic Salmon Coalition and District 1
representative fore the Je erson Noxious Weed
Control Board, discusses noxious weeds, restoration,
and salmon habitat in the Peninsula Daily News.

Read the full article here

Upcoming events
Using Native Plants in Your
Garden
Jeff Co Library, Port Hadlock
June 14th, 6pm

Secret Garden Tour
Port Townsend, $15
June 17th

Master Gardener Plant
Clinic
621 Sheridan Street

Lupine in bloom in Fort Worden State Park

Port Townsend
June 19 & 26, 1-4pm

Jefferson Land Trust
Duckabush Work Party
June 20th, 10am-1pm

Visit us on Facebook

Visit our County Website

Contact us by phone or email:
360.379.5610 ext 205
noxiousweeds@co.jefferson.wa.us
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Jefferson County Noxious Weed Control Board
at the WSU Jefferson County Extension
380 Jefferson St, Port Townsend, Wa 98368
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