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QUEETS BRIDGE PAINTING PROJECT
Rehabilitation of the Queets Bridge on Clearwater Road in West Jefferson County was completed in January 2014. The Bridge Project included new paint coating and reinforcement of
several bridge girder webs. Constructed in 1988, the Queets Bridge is 838-feet long, has four
spans, three concrete piers and extends across the Queets
River.
Engineering inspection conducted in 2010 determined that
the existing 25-year-old paint had deteriorated to such an
extent that repainting was required in order to protect the
bridge structure. Subsequent inspection also identified several bridge girder webs with minor buckling that needed
reinforcement.
Queets Bridge

Construction work was conducted in a way to minimize
impact to the Queets River and surrounding environment.
Both ground supported scaffolding and bridge supported
work platform and containment structures were installed.
The project was located in the southwest corner of
Jefferson County, approximately 45 miles from The painting element of the project included cleaning the
Forks and 65 miles from Aberdeen.
bridge surface; removal of the existing lead paint by abrasive blasting; containment and removal of the blast waste;
and, application of a three-coat, moisture-cured, urethane
coating system. Six bridge girder web stiffeners were installed to reinforce the bridge structure.
The new paint coating is expected to have a lifespan of at least 25 years. Future painting of
the Queets Bridge should be simpler and
safer as the new paint is lead-free.
The contractor, Western Industrial, Inc, of
Mukilteo, WA, completed the work on
January 23, 2014, for $1,696,667. The
project received 100% funding from the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)/
WA State Dept of Transportation
(WSDOT) Bridge Replacement Off System
Program.

Before repainting: This view below Queets Bridge shows the girders
with deteriorated paint.
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Before repainting: the 25-year-old, orange paint was
brittle, peeling and contained a high level of lead.

The bridge during the project from left to right: with a fresh
coat of green paint; old, orange paint yet to be removed;
the containment structure where paint removal then painting was taking place.

The Queets Bridge with a new coat of paint, project completed.
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